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THE MOIETY QUESTION.
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11 ISTilRY C "OPERATIONS DNDETtTIIE LAW
V -'- jttZUKSOl' PRIVATE BOSKS AJfJB

CO LtXCTED, DIVIDES
DEUORAblllXU T-

, VKOTS AND REASONS FOR BSl'EAL,.
J Mr.ltTUs H. Roberts. Mr. Speaker, the meas-Tlre

wbch Is now submitted for action commands
uttrtsf on by Its Importatree. It deals with sach
ofHtn machinery for the enforcement orenrcas- -
lemac rcxenne laws, It reduces penalties and

In cases designated. Xttrabmltsiho ques-'ttO- n

or fraud to the court or jury as a separate
"isrue. It reduces the period T limitation within
Hihlcb suits mar bo commence!. It abolishes tbo
wbolo system of moieties, whllo substituting
moderate rewards for tbo detection of crimes
against the revenue. It sweeps away tbo arbi-
trary processes fur the seiznro of books and
papers. The aim it t de bravo work toward the
adjustment or rsetoms legislation to tho standard
or freedom and Intelligence attained In oar other
statute.

This bill Is the outgrowth of a careful Investi-
gation before the Committee of Waj s and Means,
which began an the Uth of February, and closed
en the SSth f April, and which is rocordod In a
Tolumeof nearly three hundred flau-e-

. f Miscel
laneous Deenraent No. set.) Representatives or

ricrchanig ot me leatung cuics nave ocea
patiently cca"rit,"in(f"th()'eBBaHti IwuunlitInformation from the most competent experts In
Hie service or theGoverntnent. Tbey coubdently

the bill as wonhy to be etucted into law
n tke Interest of the revenues, of public morality

and ofcoCMucrce.

A1TEAU rOB ACTIOX.
Rarely harcsirofjiftrr appeals come to Congress

than those for thtvrcfcruis here proposed. Tho
sense of wrong had grown to be profound and
general among merchants. It found expression
In passionate Indignation, In glowing appeals,
and In the more language of personal
Incident and unquestioned fact. Vonr customs
laws rankled like fetters. You collected your
revenues wlthoot armies, but bate was settling
Into the hearts of those who saw their neighbors
crushed about them. Yon wrungyour forfeitures
from the careless as well as the criminal, and the
enormity ol the penally made the otfence appear
trivial. Ruin trod In the footsteps ol your othecrs.
The emoluments of prosecutors and their attor-
neys exceeded the salary of your President and

f all the justices of the Supreme Court. The
Intom-c-r tad but to "strike." and strong men
pr w pile, great houses tottered, while spoils
were gathered iu by a charmed circle.

orrEitrES naYE nrrv comm.tted.
Oncnccs havo been committed against the reve-

nue. But crime may be cnltfvated Instead of
being prevented. Creel and extreme penalties
cultivate It. If It be fraud to misconstrue a
statute, crime is inevitable. At the best, attempts
will be made to defraud tbo revenue. They will
Increase, and the chance of punishment will be
diminished, whenever public sentiment pro-
nounces tlie laws unduly severe and their appli-
cation harsh and oppressive.

DUTT TO RZXOVZ JUST GROUXD OP COMFLA1KT.

The first dnty or the Government is to remove
every just ground of complaint against the laws
and their administration. When that Is done, en-
force them without fear or favor. Our Institu
tions depend on the rood-wi- ll of the citizen.
Fur the collection of the revenue, one of the
primary essentials Is the moral support of those
who pay. This has been to an alarming degree
-- osi. aympamy nas nccn arousea lor mose
charged with offences against the customs. Pen
alties enforced Inacccrdancewith the letter of the
law have excited odium. The machinery or a
nost ace. the rlirors or the war rterlod. the raon- -
etrous iorfeltures of our system, have borne their
natural iiuii. v loianoa ei me laws nas ceasea
to aflix opprobrium. Their enlorectncnt carries a
taint as m the case or tho old fugltive-slav- o law.

TJEStCRALIZATIO" Or IMPORTERS.

We haie heard general denunciations of de-
moralization among importers. Commerco Is not
n prohibited occupation. Men honorable in every
other relation, an entire class. Including those
who bear the ark of religion and the sacred fires
cf art, and who sustain the very fabric ot society,
cannot be all knaves In their transactions with
the Government, ir they be offenders, provide
penalties against them which can be enloreed br-
ibe courts. Let them be certain, and not depend-
ent npen tbo temper or customs officers, nor the
discretion of the Secretary or the Treasury.
Your flees and forfeitures are now so enormous
that sutu bein with compromlso and often end
in rcinfssicu.

ODICM WITHOUT PROMT.
The Government bears the odium or cruel

without their profit. Our statutes array
merchants In hostility without advantage. The
bonert Importer is annoyed and terrified by the
thadower rulaons penalties never collected. It
will ccst nothing to change this situation. Very
much can be gained. Those who pay our duties
crecltltcns. They are interested in our institu-
tions. Besides their money interest in an equal
enforcement of the laws, they are an essential
part of tho constituency from which the Govern-
ment proceeds and on which It depends. Their
aid Is better than police. Their support Is better
than armed men. Against their senso of wrong,
against their aroused moral sentiment, laws and
cnicers can do little. Just laws, reasonable pen-
alties, humane enforcement, enlist the conscience,
tbo Interest, the active support of those who are
affected. If we retain tbe processes, the spirit,
the harsh severity or barbaric ages in laws and
administration, we must expect tbe restiveness,
tbe attempts at fraud, tbe moral resistance which
extrexno measures always invite. Uverystepof
amelioration In general legislation, every re-
moval of unreasonable penalties and punishment,
lias tended to diminish crime and to develoD bet
ter citizenship. The like result may be antici-
pated from a mitigation of the harshness of pro-
ceedings, and the extortionate forfeitures under
our customs laws.
KOT A QUESTION OF P&EE TRADE 071 7R0TZCTI0X

This Is not a Question ol free trade or protec-
tion. Without duties, or with very low duties,
tho difficulty of collection would be lessened,
lint even tho most sturdy protectionist cannot de-
sire that cruel and unusual punishment should bo
Inflicted, or that onr revenue system should be
rendered gratuitously obnoxious. It becomes
eSDecJallv tbe advocates of itroteetion to show
that their policy cau be maintained without gross
wrcuus 10 luoiTiuuais. anu wuuout comerring ex-
traordinary emoluments upon anr favorites. To
cne class of theorists every barrier In the path of
commerce is an cnence. uneotner senool must
prove by action that annoying litigation, onerous
lines and ruinous forfeitures are no part of a pro-
tective system. Can Importation. underur laws,
le safely prosecuted by honest citizens of average
Intelligence? This test Is now aj piled. Only tn
nmrmatlve answer can be possible. Otherwise our
whole customs system must be remodeled.

SEIZURE Or BOOKS A.SID TATEUS.

The first proposition of the pending bill Is tbe
repeat of all laws authorizing the seizure of
roe-it- ana papers. Tbe system as It now exists
was begun by tbe act or March 3. 1S03. In prac-
tice previously shrewd Informers were able, uutler
color or law, to take books and papers. JJut be-
fore that date no statute gave to the Government
any Kwer In this regard, which did not belong to

ery citizen. The law or Ifa grew out or the ex-
ercise or war powers. Revenue was necessary.
At some, at least, orour great ports It was alleged
that disloral men were ny system defrauding thorecne. Extraordinary powers were employed
Id every direction fcr tbe national defence. Itwas natural that Congress should concede tbein
to protect the revenues.

The act or July 18, 18C8, and of March 2, 1857,
were restrictions upon this power. In the last
Congress a Mil ror more radical restraints upon
It was retried by the Committee on Ways and
Weans, and passed the House but failed in the
Senate. A very thorough examination nowlm-cl-s

tbe committee to go a step further In limiting
tho power or the Government and protecting tbe
Interests or the citizen.

The committee do cot approach the question of
the constitutionality or the statutes which It Is
proposed to repeal. If the right or seizure or
Looks and papers exists. It should be reserved lor
Erave occasions; It should not be the dally resort
o, tbe Government. It Is tbe powerful medicioe
for a dangerons disease, not the constant food for
vjwiuaiy ueaim.

What Is this process? It Is, upon the warrant
of a judge based upon, an affidavit, to enter any
i'uu.is uu iu beiic any rooiii anu papers ana
to hold them Indefinitely to discover or to prove
guilt. It Is to give tbe Government oncers freerange In all tho privacy of homo or business. It
is on meii suspicion to strip naked all the con-
fidences or commerce and ol life. Tbe specialagent. 1). Q. Jayne. stated before the eotnm'tipi.
tho method of procedure. (Miscellaneous Docu
ment rio. ZC4, page iii:j

"Ht. Roberts. Have yon taken In cny case any
books or papers other than those bcarinz dlreetlv
upon the charges made and or which notice bad
been given?

'Mr. Jayne. It has been tho Intention, sir. In
every case to confine ourselves strictly to booLi
or that kind. Vie have been very careful In every
cose to take none but the commercial books or tbe
house. It Is very difficult to tell whether a book
relates to a particular importation. You have
to trace tbe goods through in order to ascertain.
Sometimes It will take a long tlmo to select the
books, and most generally the Importer's counsel
appears upon the scene Immediately. We always
wait until they arrive. They say, 'Do not wait
iicreiomaxe your examination; 11 lucre mj
doubt about It, take it along.'

"Mr. Roberts. So that in fact, then, you have
u uiuer docks man mose Hearing on iuc

ease?
"Mr. Jayne. We have round that some books

that we have taken did not have the entries In
pertaining to tho Importations. That la true. It

.f.?ot5c?n ,he intention, however.
air. Roberts. What use have yon ever madeor any books or papers, including entries, other

than those bearing on the particular case?
"Mr. Jayne. Where I have round entries upon

the same pages or the books and part or the same
general transaction, we have frequently Included
them ror recovery. We have used nothing exceptIt came from the book which had the account ofthe Importations in it to which the warrant re-
ferred."

Not merely Tor purposes of evidence In apartlco- -

Sf.'V I W aoU PaP" takra. but they arejelted and used for every purpose of a detective.I ney aro held Indefinitely, as In a recent easo In'! .i". where, after ten months. Judgejslatehfcrdhasjustlssoedan order for their re- -lorn.

in Its essence.ls arblt-ar- v. nv ta h.?
cf tnen. It would be ofienslve and dangerous.

Tbe only exense for it would be necessity. Yet
we do not concede to tbeOovernment snch powers
Jn defence or Its own existence. In Britain. In-
deed, tbe official erimo it historic, by which, iponrrirte racers idled la bit clgec. Algernon 3rd- - li

ney was put to death. That brilliant bamo warns
us oTUw danger of snch a system. General

writ, of assistance long stained British
jurlQTudenoc. Tbey have been abolished, and
no tho Crown has no power to, compel evldeaoa
welch the meanest subject does sot possess.

n no other easo whatever Is the citizen sub-
jected to like process. Not on charge or treason,
wit for any other crlmo oaa personal rights be so
assailed. Shall we concede the power fr the
raalntesanceoftherevenae? Pntltlathestrongest
light. Suppose It to be dollars and cents to the
Trcasary against the liberties or the people. The
American Congress mast always set liberty above
revenue.

Bat they are not la antagonism. Harsh meas
ures, tbe extreme reports of despotism, always
breed the crimes against which they are directed.
In Turkey. In the cays of tho cruelty
was mot by crime. Treason has la all lands dis-
appeared as the precautions against it, the bar-
barism In Its detection, and the violence .In Its
punishment have been mitigated. This is the
history ofcrlrao and or legislation.

In our great national trial it wan not force; It
was not severe laws whleli braasht trcasnrcs into
tho coffers of the Government. In ordinary times
seen enthusiasm and saerlnes cannot tie main
tained. Rut you must guard against sucn cruoi
measures as will render frauds respectable, and
will raise false importations Into a sort of chivalry.

Tho Government should have before the law
aialcst citizens only tbe samo remedies which
citizens hire against each other. It will then
have every advantago on Its side. It endures, and
never dies. It has limitless resources Its eyes
are everywhere. Its swarms of officers are wit-
nesses always at hand. The common Interest Is
with it against the accused. In no State In the
Union Is anr extraordinary authority required to
collect luca'l taxes. The national Government
cannot need tho power. ,

The case In which the power or soizure has
been exercised have not exceeded two hundred In
all for tho past four years not an average of
tUty a year. That Is the statement of tbe

ef
for violation ofthe customs laws occurs lath
Southern district or New York. In that district
George Illiss, esq., tho United States attorney,
testifies, (page 107:)

"1 have a statement of all the warrants to
seize books and papers that have been Issued In
the Southern district or New Yorkslnco tho 1st
or March. 1889. It happens to be fire years, al
though ineaato was not seieciea on mat account,
but was selected for the reason that In the third
volume or tho report or the Senate committee
which was appointed to Investigate alleged
frauds In tbe New York custom-hous- and which
was published In the year 1872, at page 717, a
table Is rouad, giving all or those cases from the
19th or March, 1SS9, to the Uth or November,
1871. Tbo record which I have here takes that
up and brings It down from that time to the
present. It amounts to this, that In five years
there have been 120 warrants to take books and
papers issued lathe Southern district or New
York. In tbe year 18C9, from March to Decem
ber, there were 19 eases: In the year 1870, the
whole year, there were 20 cases; In the year 1871,
34 cases; In tne year 1372, 10 eases; In the year
1173. S3 cases, and In tho two and a half months or
1874, eases. So that the committee will

that not only Is tills abase, as It Is called.
niucn less in its extent man nas oeen represemea,
but ft Is not an Increasing abuse. The largest
number of warrants Issued was In the year 1871.

"ow, oi mose cases in wnicn docks ana papers
have been taken during those five years. 88 cases
aro still pendlog and e2 cases have been finally
disposed of by iu jgment or settlement, or re-
mission, (which I call settlement.) by tho Secre-
tary. In these 82 eases the parties have paid, or
the judgments were rccoverod, for about 41,815,000,
and the proportion of those cases each year runs
very much tbe same. Or the 19 cases ror 1859, 9
are still pending and 10 bave been closed, reallz.

Or the 31 cases In 1871, 10 are pending
and 34 hare been closed, realizing $275,010. or
the 10 eases In 1S72. 2 are nendinz and 8 are closed.
realizing H55.000. Or the 33 cases In 1S73, 9 are
penatng nnu xz are cioseo, realizing anout sju,-00-

From the 4 cases of 1871, there has been
nothing received. The amount In the o

is included In the year 1872, tho war-
rant for tho books and papors baring been Issued
In that year. Iu carrvlng out the amounts
realized tbey aro creditod to tho year In which the
warrant for the seizure of the nooks and papers
was issaed. although tbe amonat may havo been
subsequently received."

Tho table is as follows :
yumber of warrants to take boats and papers is-

sued in Southern District of yew York forJive
years, from March L, 1333, to iUrch 1, 1874.

I tij oog
s js i gca

Year. From T-o- o g,o ggS.
o ,3 oi asSH 'to H

1SC9 - March'Deccmber 19 910, $280,000
1870 - March1 December 20 4 IB 435,000
1871 - March'Deccmber 34 10 24J 275,000
1872 - March December 10 2 8; 353,000
1573 - March December S3 924 200,000
1574 - March December 4 4

Total, 120 ,'38 82, 1,015,000

For this small sum of moner an odium has been
exercised and an Indignation aroused bevond esti
mate In coin. For these few caeei our statute--
book is stained Dy tneso provisions, Sofxras is
shown without them every dollar might have
been collected. Rut supposo not. To prosecute
these few offenders the liberties or every citizen
are put In locpardrt nay more, they are by solemn
enactment potentially Invaded,

The majority or tbe committee still deem It or
moment to have a uniform rule for all the States
for the use or books and papers. It stands In the
third section or tho bin. The committee dis-
tinctly exclude all authority to resort to such pro-
cess In criminal cases. Ther extend the common
right which exists for tbe collection or dues to
suits for forfeiture. They prescribe a formal mo-
tion and a notice upon which books and papers
may be produced in court, on actual trial, for sne- -
eific evidence; not held for months for Indiscrimi
nate examination. They aro not to bo seized at
all. The defendant may. If be choose, refuse to
produce them, and the alternative Is the confes-
sion ol the allegation based npon tbe books, un
less gooj cause oe snown tor not proaueing them.
A m'norltyof tbe committee. In which I count
myself, ask for a separate vote upon tbe third
section upon tho motion of the distinguished
cnairman oi w ays anu means.

UOIET1KS.
The laws permitting moieties to Informers, and

allowing officers orcustotns to participate therein,
have been on tbe statute-boo- k without Interrup-
tion since 1793. On the 11th or February, 1840, a
law was passed which was construed as excluding
the officers from all share In the moieties. But In
1819 Judge Ware, or Massachusetts, (Davies Re-
ports,) declared that the law did not have this
effect, tnt authorized tbe practice which had then
prevailed ror haira century.

In 1867, March 2, tbe law was made more dis-
tinct, but was not changed in its essential provis-
ions. Substantially, the statutes relative to moi-
eties ore now as they have been since tbe earliest
days of the repnblie.

From 199 to ISo", with only the interval from
1840 to 1819. these distributions were made by tbe
several collectors, and not by tho Secretary of the
Treasury. No restraint of publicity was upon
them. Only the integrity of the officer limited
bis demands upon tbo Importer or mado certain
any report of the case to the Treasury. ren now
it is hard to tell how much was collected In those
years, under tne orderortbls House the records
bate been examined slnco 1832. Previously to
that date we only know that no supervision was
exercised over tne collectors ; that they distrib-
uted to themselves and their associates tbe pro-
ceeds ol fines and forfeitures, and that tbe dust of
time thickens the darkness which gathers over
them. Now, Congross acts upon the rule that no
process or administration shall be hidden In se-
crecy. You ask to know, and will know, whero
public money comes trom and where It goes to.
Tnls may dlstnrb timid nerves. It Is tbe security
of free Institutions.

Tbe report which tho Secretary of tho Treasury
has snbmltted to tbe House shows that tho total
amount distributed at New York and Boston
from J nly 1, 18S2, to March 1, 1S71, is $2,152,173.10.At other ports the amount w.- - until Th nm.
eeeds bave not increased in the recent years. AtNew York, where the largest anaro is paid, the
collector received :
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The rate of Mr. Draper'! emoluments under
Sir. Lincoln wat more tban doable that of the
present collector. It Is also Just to lay that In tha
elaborate discussion before the Committee on
Wars and Meons the chief officers of customs in
the leading cities hare not been assailed, but have
been generally commended for their OdcUtyf and
Mr. Schnltt, chairman of the delegation of New
York merchants, expressly paid tOjthe collector,
naval ntneer. and snrvevor of ihattiort tbe verr-
hlghest compliment, by these csphatlo words,
(page 113:) "rbere It not one of them whom 1

would not y make the executor of my will."
The lystem works the mltc&ier; and. In behalf of
the system, no collector, so naval officer, no sur-
veyor appears to tar one word,' oa the contrary,
thoe officers at Philadelphia come to (Ik for In
unconditional repeal.

Under the stimulus of tbe moieties, collections
under the customs, lawr, It li alleged, have been
cnfarruwS h, hnrh and offensive mumrM. It If
not pretended that they baverwit been mado In acU
;?ruanco wua me letter Ol tuo jaw. saa cuargc

that tbe large interests of tbe e2jcerj iu led to

the empltjment of base means for tho detection
or fraud, to extreme constructions classifying a
criminal, acts without latent of wrong, to tolera
tion w acts tor years aiterwaraoenouncea a crim-
inal, and to the enforcement of penalties dispro-
portionate to the offense and ruinous to men who
had no crime In their hearts. Tbe answer sub-
mitted to this allegation la. that the lawi have
been rigorously enforced without fear or favor;
that tho courts hare been open for defend not

nly, but for the protection of personal rights, and
tbe Secretary ot the Treasury has alwaya listened
to every petition for ml ligation and remission.

Numerous prosecutions and heavy and ruinous '
penalties cannot be of advantage to the Govern
ment. They may exasperate tnec'Uzen. They
may render Business hazardous, ana renei trout
it prudent and responsible men. It Is Inevitable
that tho costs and risks will be charged over t
the produeor and consumer, with adequate In-

crease for profits. For every dollar extorted by
the Government, burning a deep tense of Injus-
tice Into tbe victim, honest trade suffers and (ha
whole community Is made to pay tenfold.

The assumption Is doubtless In favor of tbe. con-
tinuance of a statute which under an parties bat
remained unchanged during our whole history.
Bat conclusive re isons appear for Its repeal, it
cannot be wise to havo It tho interest or officers to
pormit violations of law: to reward them for
crimes committed; to enrich them by prosecution?;
to pay them for creating antagonisms between
tne c'litcn and tbe Government. Tho Interest of
tbo officers shonld be on the side of the Govern-
ment, but not against the importer. It should be
for the collection of the revenue at tho lowest
rates, not for tbe Increase of litigation and the
reduction ot the receipts of the Treasury. The
chief customs officers construe laws, administer
them, direct prosecutions, reeelveproposltlons for
compromlso and settlement. They appear as
Frosccutors; they are neither judge nor jury, but

have as much force as either: yet
the laws give them moieties of the proceeds of
every case.

Not only dees sound-reaso- demand the repeal
or.tbe-lawbB- t. those, charged with. administra-
tion recommend it. Especially nas President
Grant and both his Secretaries of tho Treasury
pressed It upon the attention orCongress. In his
message or 1859, President Grant Said:

"Your attention is respectiully Invited to the
recommendations of the Secretary of the Treas-
ury for tho creation of tbe office of commissioner
vi i.uuuiiiciiuiici - - U1JU UlUSh CEUCCiailT
to his recommendation for the repeal of laws al
lowing snares oi ones, penalties, lorieitures, clc
iu uuiccrs oi me uoTcrnmem or id inionncrs."

In the same year Secretary Boutwell said:
"Under existing laws, certain revenue officers

and other persons appearing as Informers aro en-
titled to shares In lines, penalties, and forfeit
ures. During the fiscal year 1888-'6- 9, the Treas
ury Aiepartment aistriDutei me sum oi &.3,u73.oi
to snch officers and to Informers In the various
cases arising under tbe customs revenue laws.
A large additional turn wat also paid through
tho Internal Revenue Office. The reason on
which the laws granting such allowances are
based Is that officers or the Government are stim-
ulated to greater activity In tbe discovery of
frauds and In bringing offenders to punishment.
There can be no doubt that such Is tbe effect or
the policy; but the experienco I hare had In the
Treasury Denartment has convinced mo that tbe
evils attending tho system are greater than the
benefits derived from IL It otten occurs that
revenue officers are led to assert claims in behalf
of tho Government which bave no Just foundation
In law or In the facts of the respective cases; and
where real claims exist It is often the object of tbe
Informers and officers who share In the penalties
to misrepresent the case to the Department so as
to secure the greatest advantage to themselves.
But a more serious evil Is round In the practice,
quite general, or allowing persons to pursue a
traudulent course until a result Is reacbod which
will Inure to the benefit or the officers and Inform-
ers, Instead of checking criminal practices at the
ontset. It is lmposslblo to set lortb in oxact
language the character or the evils that grow out
or tbe present system. I am, bowerer, clearly of
tbe opinion that tbe Government ought to rely
unon nubile officers for the performance of their
duties without stimulating them by any contin
gent au vantages.

In 1870, again, President Grant said In his an-
nual message:

"The present laws for collecting revenue pay
collectors of customs small salaries, but provide
lor LuouKicii iauarc iu ail tenures niueu.ab prin-
cipal ports oi entry particularly, raise tbo urn.
peasauon oi mose umciais to a large sum. itnas always soemed to me as ir this sjstem must
at times work perniciously. It holds out an in.
dneement to dishonest men, should such get pos-
session or those offices, to be lax in their scrutiny
ol goods entered to enable them finally to make
largo seizures. Your attention Is respectiully in-
vited to this subject."

Secretary Boutwell repoated bis previous recom-
mendations In these words:

"It Is m v duty to call the attention of Congress
to the Importance or abolishing the system of
snares in tuoieiics as laras tne uenenis inuro to
rerenne officers and otber penons officially con-
nected with the Government. This measure was
recommended In my last annual report, and a
statement was submitted to Congress showing the
amount received by officers ot customs, together
wltb the bill Increasing their salaries without any
Increase or appropriations from the Treasury: the
sum now paid from moieties being quite sufficient
to Dlace the entire force unon a satisfactory foot- -
Ins- In reirard to oar.

"During the fiscal year tbe office or collector
and surveyor or tbe port or New York eaeh re-
ceived from moieties tho turn of $49,219.69. and the
naval office the sum of $18,195.19.
- "In most of the cases tbe officers do sot perform
special services entitling them to tbe amounts
granted, and Importers and others whoso acts are
made the subject of Investigation, complain, and,
1 think, wltb Just reason, that the agents of the
Government bave apecunlary Interest In pursuing
those charged with violations of the law. The
Government ought to pay fair salaries, and rely
upon the good faith of its officers for the perform-
ance of their dnty. One of tbe difficulties which
the Department net to meet, frequently is, that
customs officers have an Interest in proceedings
for the discovery of frand, the settlement of cases
or the prosecution or them, which Is different from
the real Interest of the Government; and, as a
necessary result, the conduct of such officers is
open to suspicion, both on tbo part or those who
are pursued by them, and the Government that
they ostensibly represent.

"It may be deemed expedient to leave the law
as it now standi in regard to Informers who are
not officers, maklnz It a penal otfence for anr offi
cer to enter Into an arrangementwlth an informer
for anr share of the proceeds of tbe Information- -
and giving to the Informer perpetual rtght or
action lor tne recovery oi any money or omer
vaiuaDie mmg paiu or given to an omcer engaged
In the discovery or prosecution or a fraud or legal
wrong cgalnst the Government."

The Commissioner of Internal Revenue ex--

Eresses a clear judgment against moieties, and
gives him a right to speak. His

opinion, too. Is decided in favor of rewards for In-

formation, from a fund specifically appropriated
by Congress. In the Sanborn Investigation be
said, (page 99, report 559 :

"Q. Congress repealed all the moiety system as
far as internal revenue was concerned? A. Yes.

"0.. How long was that before the passage or
the act which authorized tho Sanborn contract?
A. Not long; but I cannot giro you the exact
time.

"Q. Had the moiety system, up to tbe time of
this repeal, been of such character as to recom-
mend Us continuance to you.? Were von In favor
of its repeal when It was repealed? A. 1 was In
favor of its repeal with this other nrorlslonin
could have some means afterward or compensating
persons who gave Information, and for that a
special appropriation of $100,000 wat made. Sly
objection was that, before that, officers and all
had moiety alike, and that gave to the officers
tho appoaranco of hunters for prey rather than of
officers doing their duty.

"CI. What was tbe effect or themolety system
that wat repealed by Congress on the service ?
A. It hurt tho service. 1 think. In this wav: The
officer getting his share the same as a private ln- -
uiviauai, wnen no went to me citizen, tne citizenalways elalmed that the officer came to him to
mako monev out of him rather than to discharge
his official dnty, and In that way It seemed to de-
grade his official acta. That wat the. objection."

The nresent Secretarv or the Treasnrv. in an
eiaoorato letter to tne cnairman oi me senate
Committee on Commerco. argues tho subject at
length, and recommends "the abolition of tbe
present system of moieties with one exception, to
wit, where attempts at smuggling are detected or
where the act or smuggling Is accomplished."

This distinction Is made in the bill as reported
from the Committee on Ways and Meant. It Is
In accordancewith tbo repeated recommendations
or tho President and his Secretary or the Treas-
ury. It is not presented as an Administration
measure, but It hat every element of authority.
In the provisions relative to moieties, which sucha measure could possess.

The bill will reduce In a large measure the
emoluments of certain officers. This effect has
more than a pecuniary significance. To nave the
money Is something: but the controlling prlnclplo
Is higher, Tbe public servtco should be no placer
from which to extort huc-- fortunes for omcial nr
favorite. A British historian draws a picture of
tne enectrot toe passage or tbe reform bill :

"No example more aiitly Illustrated thealtered
relations or rulers to the people than tbe revision
orofacial emoluments. Ministers once grew rich
upon tbe gains of office, and provided for their
relatives by monstrous sinecures and appoint-
ments egreglousiy overpaid. To grain a great
estate out of tbo public service was too often their
uiiuvuj(uh x auiiiics v ere lounueu, tines en-
dowed, and broken fortunes repaired at the pub-li- a

expense. It was asked what an oath was
worth; not what services were to be rendered.
This selfish and dishonest system perished under
exposure; but It proved a tedious and unthankful
labor to bring Its abuses to the llzht of dar. In.
qulrles were commenced early in the present cen
tury: out were loiiowea oy tow practical results.
At that time 'all abuses were freeholds.' which
the Government did sot venture to evade.
Soon after the reform act, ministers of State ac-
cepted salaries scarcely equal to the charges of
office: sinecures and reversions were abolished;
offices discontinued or consolidated; and the scaleor crucial emoluments revised, and apportioned to ofthe duties performed, throughout tho pnbllo ser-
vice. The change attested a higher sense of dnty byin ministers, and Increased resrjonslbllitv to nnh.
lie opinion. May's Conififuienel liitlory of
x.nytana, volume tt, page oo. as

That Is a British nicture. In all eorernmenls 1

the tendency is to excessive official emoluments.
When a legislator mar. even br Indirection, have
an Interest In them, ther become- - doubly danger
ous. a ney are always tne source oi laciion, sirite
and corruption. They are no lnoitemcnt to tbe In
most worthy; they may serve to organize and up-
hold tho least deserving. To clip emoluments to
tbo dimensions of fair compensation Is ono of tbe
froblems of statesmanship. It is In Itseirreforra,

of ponielhlnvilAneranf1 htffr In
legislation. Banish venality from tbe publlo
service, and you confirm character and purify
action. Substitute ror money.getting higher am-
bitions

In
and worthier motives. That is tho aim in

the blow we strike at moieties.
After abolishing the whole system of moieties

the Committee felt eomnnlln.l fn nrnvtflM ritwnvfli
for the detection oftmnggllng away from the cus-- 1 the

c uiu loriniormation loronsneeiatmintz
the revesuo by Importers or officiils.

J2VC17 representative of the mrihfltR hn rnj
ferred to the matter before tbe committee, every
Secretary and official who has discussed tbe sub-
ject. Insists upon this distinction. Oar long sea- -
coasts and frontiers afford many facilities for
imuczlinir. Officers stationed at isolated nnim
with all aid Irom other penani, with nil dill-- 1

gence, will find it difficult to prevent it. Tbe re-

ward In inch cases, the committee believe, will
contribute to tbe Interests of the' revenue. The
amount. It Is to be observed. It to be certified by
the court o judge before whomprocaedtngs occur.
and tbe secretary vviii act upon mat eerunetie.

In no ease other than imuksllcx can any officer
of tne United States receive any reward or any
share In It, bat compensation icr lciormation may
be paid to otberpersons for the detection of crime
oa the part or officials as well aa or Importers.

Thia ml lrv a1 nvudft to oatalda informers hat
been ananzAd for oar own Internal rerenne. Brit
ain, with iu simple tariff on a rew articles, finds
It neeestary to offer like rewards, (Lee's Laws ot
tho Customs, 103.) In every government compen
sation ror nas information, it louna lnaispensaDie.
To discover aggravated Crimea local authorities
everywhere incite effort and diligence In this way.
The committee deem it dangerous to dispense
wltb this provision. As a metropolitan Journal,
which cannot be tald to be under custom-hous- e

Influence, the New Yonr Tribune, has sharply
said:

"Honest Importers do not wish to bare the pro,
cautions azalnit frand relaxed. It is of more
conseqsesce to" them than It la to the 'United
Biates mat every paczage ot goous sent inw-ta-
country should pay the full amount of datyrC'rwill be sought la consignees rather tban adroit
quireq try law. 'tbey could anora, ir necessary.
to raise a liberal annual subscription for the co:
peniatlOn'of Informers and the detection -- Oi

frauds" "iIn TjroTldtnw rewards, tha committee havi
guarded that they shall not b exsessive, by
limiting them, except in easel of. smuggling, so
a not to exceed $5,000 in any one case, and by re-
quiring a certificate of their value from the court
or Judge. Tbey have also provided severe penal.
ties against anyomcer wno oecomes inieresteu in
the rewards. The requirement that an annual
report shall be mado to Congress. In detail, of all
payment! for thlt purpose, provides every safo- -
Euara azainit auuse. Anu onir irom zueciuc tti
uronrlatiana ara anv, rewards to be nald. - r (r -

rxjrAivrrBa as TonTeiTUBn r -
TneTJeusHloraitd forfeitures prescribed by laf

as construea Dy me court aro sejaom or never
eouectea. l ney are so enormous as rarely 10 up
named as the basis of a suit. They hang tit ter.
rorem over commerce and taint the atmosphere.
Thev are neither collected nor do ther serve to
Indlcato the relation of offences to each other.- -

Take this statement of tbe nominal penalties and
duties withheld, with tbo amount in suit or paid
In settlement. Including tbe most Important cus-
toms cases for tbe past two years:

Duties with- - Nominal penal- - Amount elalmed
held. tics. in suit or

tied for.

$1,578 44 $95332 3S $3,000 00
2,119 21 C0.1U1 04 25,000 00
3,018 03 51,917 90 11.357 00
1.053 70 148,877 12 80,000 00
3,055 60 30,020 34 30,023 34

653 00 78,000 00 Pending.
140 CO - 30,000 00

l.4 fS 1.750,000 00 271.017 23
4.500 Ml ,C0u.0O0 00 03
4,133 73 100.000 00 Pending.

V0 00 0,030 00 8,001 00
1,004 Gl 2V-- 43 19,600 95
0.M0 83 1U1.0TU 46 60,000 00
2.2SI0 a "5.000 03 25,000 03
3,910 31 4WJ3 C3 41.105 6?

70,000 01 1.000 00
8.033 00 W 00

200.003 03 15,551 13
200.000 03 23.250 00

l,6O0,(3 03 4K),0 00
. 43.730 61 12.U14 00 .

Commonlv tho settlement docs not brinicune
tcnthof the penalties; sometimes a largjc share I

paid. But instances occur where tba proceeds
are cne seventieth part of tho whole, or even only
lnercent- - or tho threatened necaltr. Yet It is
tbe legal and penalty Iu all their mag.
nitudo which are held up before those accused or
even tecnnical violations oi tne law.

What Is tbe consequence? That the commence
ment ora suit for violation or tbe customs laws Is
financial ruin. Tbevery rich houses may survive
publlo notice or such aa event; merchants with
moderate capital are wiped out. Mr, Jackson S.
Schultz before the committee SJld, (page 107:)

"1 talked with a very high official the other
day, and bo did not know what calrons were; and
I did not know myself till recently. They are
llttlo paper boles In wbleti gloves, handkerchiefs,
it, come. Thcso nttle paper boxes aro packed
Inside ofthe geueral eases or boxes. Any honest,
eommon-- f ensa reading ot the law would Infer that
It did not apply to thero InslJo boxes at all. The
Secretary ot tbo Treasury, la 1834, did, under the
law then In fotee. Issue Instructions to tbe effect
that they were not to bo Included In tho cost or
the goods; but ho afterward, upon the change or
tne law, moaincn nis orucr auu saiu tuoy were to
be included. But that change or order did not
reach tbo merchants, and they were allowed to
go on for years omitting these cartons from their
invoices, until tho Invoices containing these car-
tons amounted to two or three or (our hundred
thousand dollars In each case, and then the moiety
officials swooped down upon tbeni. Tbey come
around and sweep them luto their net, and tbey
have caught them. Three or four or these bouses. I
am told, are absolutely ruined. Iwasrldlcgdntrn
Broadway the other day, with a Irlend of mine,
and be pointed out a house to me and said: 'Six
months ago I would bare sold that man a hun-
dred thousand dollars' worth or goods on six
months' credit: y be cannot pay bis bill'.'
1 asked him what the matter was. lie salJ : He
hat been struck by tbe custom houro to the
amount of three, four or five hundred thousand
dollars, and I do not think ha was ever worth
more tban one hundred and fifty or twoltundrod
thousand dollars.' "

The Constitution wat meant to guard acalnit
Just such evils. The eighth amendment provides
tuai "excessive Bail snau not oe required, nor ex-
cessive fines Imposed, nor cruel and unusual pun-
ishments InfliclaJJI Unless these are excessive
fines such cannot be dc Ised. Tne-lhro- f tbocv
Is ruin ; absolute confiscation could hardly be
worse.

But tbe Treasury derives no advantsze from
snch atrocious provisions. Theen'omoas forfeit-
ures are not collected. They have Incited tiger
like lying In ambush over importations; they
have prompted the commencement ot suits ; they
have driven citizens out of business ; they bave
enriched lawyers, who watch and wait about tho
custom-hous- ready to accept vast retainers from
either side. Whenever anything Is collected, ens
half has gono to tbe inionncrs. The olium has
fallen upon the Government,

These enormous forfeitures are a growth, and
not an enactment. Tbey are massed, first, by a
construction that in caso cf undervaluation ol a
single Item the wholo Invoice la forfeited ; second.
mat me omission oi mo price oi me sacas, envel-
opes or cartons forfeits tho entire Invoice: third,
that the perpetration of any Illegal act in impor-
tation It technically rraud, and carries with It the
penalty, whatever the Intent of the Importer: and
fourth, that for five years all these penalties hang
over the owner and consignee and his Importa
tions.

Good lawvers nuestion tha rullnars bv which
tbe whole Invoice Is forfeited by tbe taint or a
single Item: and in tho Senate, on discussion or
senauDiu :vo.8s oi mis session, tney were dis
tinctly controverted, jjut so tne courts held.
Various constructions have prevailed on theeflcct
or the omission of customs, but now
doctrine of confiscation Is enforced. Tho claim Is
often made that crime cannot exist without In.
tent; but It was at Secretary Guthrie's instance
that the rule was fixed that frand should be pre-
sumed In revenue cases upon octt of omission or
of commission In tho absence of intent.

Obviously these provisions have wrought evil,
and only evil. Penalties should be such as can bo
enforced, and offenders shonld know that they
will be prompt and certain. That Is the snlrlt In
whleh the committee have sonzht to framo tha
pending bill.

Instead or forfeiting the whole Invotcs for
of a single Item, the bill proposes

to forfeit the particular Item and to add a fine not
exceeding $5,000 in tbe discretion or tbe court.
When costs, charires and riacklnir are. without
Intent to defraud, omitted, the collector or ap-
praiser Is to add double tbo sum omitted to the
uuuaoie vame.. lnemtcntion touelrauu the rev.
enbe is to bo submitted ns a distinct proposition
to , or to be decided by tbe court when no
Jury is called. Then tho period within which
suits can be commenced Is rednced from five yean
to two years a period quite adequate lor expos
ing any irauu.

Tbese provisions are meant to render tbo penal-
ties certain and determinate, to bring tbcm with-
in the cognizance of courts and Juries, and to leave
nothing to tbo favor or the engcanceof tho
officer.

In connection with tbe reduction of fbiTe!tnr-- r,

additional precautions are thrown about the
method ofprocurlng remission and mitigation.

JIISOB
Section 7 allows tho defendant to tcstiry when-

ever the offieer or other person Interested shall
appear as a witness on the part of the Govern-
ment. This principle haa been successfully
adepied In tho codes of many of tbe States.

Sectlens, 8. 9 and 10 facilitate tbe entry ortronds
by accepting affidavits and statements in lieu of
mvo.ces, under oareiui restrictions.

ArrROVAt. ASD OnJECTIO.-SS- .

Rarely has to Important a bill been reported,
which has commanded so much favor and called
fcrth so little adverse criticism. From organized
boards of trado and chambers of commerce
unqualified approval li expressed. From
gentlemen or experience In various official posi-
tions commendation Is not stinted. From any
authorized representative of the mercantile In-

terests two sections only arouse any measuro of
uottiuiy.

The third section, of which I have already
spoken, meets with some question In a published
letter of Mr. Jackson S. Schultz, chairman of a
committee of tbe New York Chamber or Com-
merce. I must for tho present leavo further dis
cussion oi mat subject- 10 my colleagues ou me
Committee on Ways ind Means.

To the twelfth section, also, Mr. Schnltz makes
ejection. Tho section is In the following-word- s :

"Sec. 12. That entered by any
person or persons violating any ot tbe provisions

the preceding section, but not subject to for-
feiture under tbe tame section, may, wnllo owned

him or them, or while In nit or their posses- -
eiuii, ui ii.Eu l- - u cuiicciur buu ueiu as secur-
ity ror the payment or any fine or fines Incurred

aforesaid, or may be levied upon and sold on
execution to satisfy anyjudgment recovered for
sneu nno or nncs. zsut noining nereia contained
bill rrerentnny owner cr claimant from obtain-

ing a release of such merchandise on giving a
bond with su. sties satisfactory to tbe colloctor.or.

case ofJudicial proceedings, satisfactory to the
eonrt, for the payment or any fino or fines so
Incurred : Protlded, however. That snch merchan-
dise shall in no ease be released until all accrued
duties thereon shall bave been paid or secured."

Mr.SchuIti eays alter considerable detail
"It would cot be especially objectionable to al-
low the Government to make theso seizures, even

advance or trial, for au amount equal to the
alleged loss or actual duties, or to an amount
equal to twice or three times such loss. Attach,
ments of tbat kind, where, when one party claims
adobt or another, tho latter, pending salt, secures

former, aro not unprecedented. But who ever
beard of security In advance of trial belnor de
manded for fines and penalties of inch raitntnV" . -

Mr. Schnltz complaint tfiat the collector,
"Whenever fines aro Incurred, can aggregate
them, on a bttls of a penaltr for each offence ot
AtArUl --.F.,a ,h wain- - r !.& ..(-I.- - tb;w,vw, y.,w, .uo HUB v ,UO UMUbUUI JWU1I
tniniea oy tne aurgeu iraua, ana can men stize I
any merchandise belonging to cr la tho posscudon 8

Pr-

of the mtspeeted Importer or agent equal in value
to'lhe aggregate of all snch penalties."

If the district attorney or collector had a direct
personal interest in multiplying and magnifying
suits, tome grounds might exist for this tort of
complaint. But all that has been removed by tbe
bill. Tire customs officers have-n- o moiety; the
district attorney hat not even a commission to
Impel him to exaggeration of this kind. By the
bill penalties have been greatly reduced. Tbe
easel where tbe appraised value is less tban $1,003
the Meeretaay ofthe Treasury may order a remis-
sion or ml ligation. For larger sums a summary
Sroceta is provided for the tame purpose. Can we

than thlt for tho relief ofcommerce? We
I must alto protect tbe Government, The smuggler

taints tne venicio in wnicn no commits too crime.
A falsa entry or fraud in procuring a license
forfeits tbe snip. Thlt section holds property In
the bandt ofthe offender for any fraud perpetrated
by hint Is Importation. It Is a brand set upon tbe
dishonest Importer, which will prevent consignees
from taking advantage of his knavery. The pur-
pose It to enlist the interests or every owner. Im-
porter, consignor, or agent In careful and scnti
pulous observance cf the revenue laws. They
cannot afford to wink at fraud In others when It
may involve memseivet. unaracter ana integrity

and bold schemlnir. Ererv merchant will be
bound to throw bis Influence In favor of honest
importation. The. provision cannot barm those
who-ar- .scrupulous themselves, and who demand
tbe tame qualities in others. We deem the sec-
tion very Important. We claim surety from com-
merce that the .Govcrament shall get Its dues.
The committee, upon the suggestions urged, how-
ever, by an amendment now embodied In the bill,
limit tbe property seized to doublo the amount
elalmed bv the Government.

f , A historian br the British constitution draws
ibis strong contrast or two periods In jiriiisn leg-
islation and administration:

"While the basis of rawer was narrow, rulers
had little sympalby with the people. The spirit

eir ruie was naru ana seinsn, iaroricg tneSwlii expense of Drlvl- -tern abuses rrr which the crorernlna- classes. . . . w . n. rv
DToniaa. out careless oi me weiiare oi me gov
erned. With treedbsi there grew a stronger
souse di unty in ruicrs, more cuugnicnmcnt anu
humanity among tho people, wiser laws, and a
milder policy The asperities of power were tem-
pered, and the State wat jMrerned In tbo spirit
which society approved. Say, vol. 2. page 647."

Oar history furnishes no such dark colors for
tbe Hke contrail. But we hare a right to demand
that more and more freedom shall bear Its rralt
her la wiser laws and a milder policy, and that
In all departments a spirit shall prevail which
wtlfcommand tbe confidence and the approval or
the worthiest elements In locletv.

Mr. Speaker, tbe purpose of this bill ts to pro-
tect the liberties of tbo citizen, to mitigate enor-
mities In tbe statutes which have Interfered with
tbelr due enforcement, and to provide suro nnd
certsln methods for collecting tbo customs rere-
nne. Tbo changes aro in some respects radical,
but they are demanded by tbo Interests or the
Government and of morality. Instead of demor-
alising emoluments to officers. Instead ol arbitra-
ry processes and absolute confiscation, the bill
appeals to tbo good will of the citizen and to that
certainty or enforcement or judicious penalties
wblcb are tho only trust era free government.

Sfr, let this Congress abolish moieties; let It
protect tbe secrets of business and friendship from
arbitrary Invasion; let It free commerce from
cruel and unreasonable penalties; let It punish
Intentional fraud more tban carelessness or honest
inlsaonstructton; let It thns enlist tbe conscience
arwcll as the Interest or tbe merchants In the col-
lection of customs, and rou will mark an enoch in
legislation.

Brougham foreshadowed the boast or an Ideal
administration which "found the law the

sword of craft and oppression, and left it
tbe staff of honesty and tho shield of innocence."
Something of that boast you may make for this
Congress If It shall enact tbls bill Into a statute.

TUB PAOIFIO COAST VS. SUTBO.

INTENSE FEELING AROUSED AGAINST
MR. SUTRO'S NEW DEMANDS FOR A
MINING SUBSIDY.

(Special to The National Republican.
Saw Fhawcisco, May 19. Since tbe San Fran-

cisco Chronicle hM been forced to shOw Its band
on the Sutro business, It bat been alternately
abusing Itt cotemportrles and Its Washington
correspondent. On this tubjlct tbe Sacramento
iecord y has tbe following:

"Tbe San Francisco Chronicle has undertaken
a task altogether berond Itscanaeitr. It cannot
Tielp Sutro by Its advocacy, nor can It Injure those
ai ire iviiamiinFflriPi nnnan cmi rat ir nitai in a
facts are too stubborn for such a Journallstlellght-- 1

woignt to nanaie. even n its own reputation was
not enongh to condemn any undertaking of which
it might become the champion. It is. Indeed,
significant of tbe status of butro's scheme that
tbe only Journal be can enlist In bis service on tho
Paclficcoast is the San Francisco Chronicle.

"With a very universal unanimity tbe press and
people or California and Nevada have agreed thaC
tbepretrnsionsorAdolphSutroareuntenable;that
his schemeis a, failure; tbat bo has forfeited what-
ever rights he may formerly havo held, and tbat
In attempting tore vivify his claims npen theCora-stoc- k

mines, when it Is Impossible tbat be should
render anr service to the owners of thoso mines.
,he Is doing his best to perpetrate a d

outrage, strongly akin to robbery."
Tbe Gold Hill News ears :

"AWOTIIXII 1ST TBI! SWIBDLINO
PROSPECTUS.

It was Intimated that the tunnel would convey
from the Comstock lode 28,000.000 gallons of water
dally. Sutro sayi be can sell this water ror $200,-03- 0

a year for mining purposes! but how Is be
going to get It out? Long before tho tunnel
reaches the mines they would be far below Its
level, and most or the mines bave use for tbelr
wafer."At any-ra- t It doesn't belong to Sutro,
and bo won't hare It for sate, so the vast mining
power at the mouth or tho tnnnel will have to be
supplied by the pockets cut by It In Its course. It
will find none when tt gets there, for tho bottoms
of all our leading .mines are as dry at a powder-bous-

and II they were not the tunnel wouldn't
drain them.

"Tho fact ofthe matter Is that there Is nothing
left for Mr. Sutro'a bore to drain, save the treas-
ures of our mtntniv companies. This drainage was,
in fact- - tho main nh1frt nf Kntrn'a lnhhvlnajm- -
deavors In Congress, and tha only possifile good
wuicu can result to siocanoiuers iu mat swtnaie;
but what kind of drainage Is tbat which, render.
ing no possible benefit, demands or tbo Industry
of storey county from $3,000 to $5,030 per day? In
any other country It would be called legal rob- -
ue-r- anu it is nuiuiug less."

MR. SUTRO'S SUBSIDY ASD THE LABORING)
, CLASSES.

Special to The National Republican.
Sat Fkascisco, May 19. The Underwriter's

Journal has the following, beaded "Tbe Sutro
Tnnnel:" "Should Sutro succeed In blinding
Congress and the authorities In Washington as to
the true Intent and meaning of his infamous
tcbeme. It would be tbe greatest disaster tbat
erer befell this city particularly, and tho coast
generally. While San Francisco Is

and her business prospects of a most decided
and permanent character, yet It must be admit-
ted on all sides tbat an immense amount of her
present success and prosperity is due to mining
developments. Great importance in the past has
been based on tbe products of the mines, and tbe
gigantic Improvements of the hour and those In
contemplation owe their being to the great wealth
which the mines hare thrown Into th laps of
their fortunate owners. No true.real friend of tbe
Interest! or San Francisco would advocate the
wild scheme! or Adolpb Sutro. II Is to day the
bitterest enemr of the leborln? and wnrbrfnv-.""-..- ..".. T "" 1classes oi tne coast, ouonia ne succeed
In his nefarious designs, every- - mine laid under
tributo to his predatory attompt would shutdown;
hundreds of men would be thrown out of emnlor.
Tnent, and great Improvement! now going on la
this city would cease. This is no fancy sketch.
Wo know whereof we speak, and it does not re-
main for us to depict tbe distress and disaster that
wouiu ensue, nut less man twenty monsand men
would bo thrown out of employment, If Satro'i
Iniamyvrent Into effect."
HOB THE PIECE TTAS

INTRODUCED INTO NEVADA.
HR. BtrmO A3 A. MONET-CI- I AKOEB HOTV HE HADE

.",'joODr TRADixoroitEiax coins tor Aitum- -
CAS QUARTERS.

(Special to Tbe National Republlcan.i
SA3 Frakcisco, May 19. Tbe following con-

cerning Mr. Sutro's advent on the Paclflo
coast may be Interesting: The Enterprise, of T'r-ginl- a

City, of yesterday, explains tbe value ofthe
piece and the manner of introduc-

ing tbat cola clandestinely as a iub:tttutofor the
American charter some years ago. It continues :

"After tho San Francisco banks had refused to
receive mo com
Into this State.
formed by Mr.
worth ol pleoes to Ylrrinla Citr.
Upon Inquiry wa find tbat Mr, Schlelden Is cor
rect. Tnesoaooasea coins ioanj ready circula-
tion through tho Instrumentality oi Mr. SuHVi
friends at twenty-fiv- e centi each. Mr. Su.To
made $5,000 by tbe operation, which amount mis
lost in tne transaction oy too people of tbli State.
Tbls leads me to the correction oi a popular error.
It has been, stated that Mr. Sutro arrived It
In Nevada nltbout a dollar. Nothing could be
lunncriroui tne iruin. .ciocame here who capi-
tal. He brought with him a calk or
Elcees, worth loss than twelve oenti each, whleh

todlstrlbbte In tho community at th
rate or four lor a dollar. Mr. Schlelden says the
three pieces which beproposos toprelent to the
pioneers were given him In chanjo as tho

of toventy-flv- o cents, and bt oilers J.
them as a memento of the times when tha Indlf-reren-

and prodigality of tbo missel were th
harvest of thieves.

"We trust Mr. Sutro will not receive this as any
reflection upon hit Integrity. Th groschen Im-
position, which marked his advent In this State,
cannot precisely be called theft. It was a ipecu-tlo- n:

thrs and nothing more, and we (eel like re-
buking Mr. Schlelden ror the remark embodied in
hi! note to tbe pioneers, to tha effect that Mr.
Sutro Is as much of a highwayman as Vasquei or
Joaquin Marietta. We cannot bsllirelt. Olr.
cumstances ara against him, but be Is entitled to
tho benefit of th doubt. Oar columns are open
to Mr. Sutro tor an explanation or tbls groschen
business."

TIIE WEATHER REPORT. th
tb

MTab Departsiext, 1
OrPiCE op the Ctiiep sioxALOmcEB, V

Wasuincitom, May si, 1574- -1 a. a. J -
PROBABILITIES. ; ' In

For New England and 'the Middle States
elondy, cool weather, and rain will prevail, with
southerly to variable winds, and stationary to
rising barometer la the d district, and
lauuig 10 ruing tjarometcr in New England.

the weather ix WASBisaTcnr.
Thefollowingwii therangooftho thermometer 1

yesterday at Hemnler'sontfelan atnre; I a.n,0OO, I

CAPITOLANDDEPARTMENT.

RESOI.VTI01T ciciraviiixa sub sbc--
JtETAJtT or THE TREASURY.

TIIE RESOLUTION TO BE PRESENTED IN
THE HOUSE Y ACTION 01" TnB
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON THE CURRENCY
BILL-T-HE SANBORN CONTRACTS.
When th House Committee on Ways and

Means assembled yesterday Mr. Easson, of Iowa,
tubmitted a resolution which censured Secretary
Richardson, Assistant Secretary Sawyer and
Solicitor Banfleld, for their action In connection
with the Sanborn contracts. At tbe resolution
was quite severe In Its terms the effort was made
by Mr. Roberta to tecure one xnor moderate !n
tone, but this proved unsuccessful. After slight
discussion the committee adopted the resolution,
and directed Mr. Foster to present It in theHonse.
This will be done y when the consideration
or the Sanborn contract will be continued. Th
continued Illness of Gen. Butler will prevent bis
attendance, but'lt Is understood that no further
suspension of work on this bill will be granted.

FrNANCIAL LEGISLATION.
Th Banking and Currency Commute got

fairly to work yesterday oa the Senate finance
bill. When It was taken op by tscttoni the com-
mittee agreed to strike out that portion of the
bill wblcb compels the rotention of of
tbe coin Interest received by tbe banks as a re

fund, looking ultimately to a redemption of
their notes In gold. And it was further resolve d
to so modify the bill as to provide for the retire-
ment or rorty per cent, of greenbacks as national
bank notes are issued. Instead or twenty-fir- e per
cent, as now contemplated. The committee deem
this a featuro which will meet favor with both
parties, as. It Is argued, everything which cancels
Treasury notes aoDroxlmates to a sten in the di
rection of specie payment!.

NEXT YEAR'S APPROPRIATIONS.
The House Committee oa Appropriation!, are

now engaged on tho tundry civil bill, which it
composed of the miscellaneous Items of expendi-
ture not legitimately within the iphere of tho
regular appropriation measures. It Is also usually
the last bin considered In committee. As In other
measures reported, the "paring" process li resort-
ed to, and the total amount appropriated will bo
a perceptible decrease ot last year'i allowances.
Among the Items considered yesterday was that
for armories and arsenals. The total figures fixed
upon were $570,000, being a reduction or $200,030
from last year's appropriation.

THE SANBORN INQUIRY.
The on Wayi and Means desig-

nated to examine the questions arising from the
refusal of Mr. F. A. Prescott to reveal Informa-
tion Imparted to him In professional confidence,
railed to render tbelr report on yesterday, but it
Is anticipated that they will do so today. It is
f;enerally understood that tbey will report In

Insisting on an answer to tho question
propounded, which related to certain disburse-
ments of moner he made in Sanborn's behalf.
The members of tbe committee intimate that a
second refusal to respond will lead to Mr. Pres-cott- 't

arrest and presentation at the bar of the
Houso for coatempt.
THE AMERICAN PRINTING-HOUS- FOR

THE BLIND.
Tho House Committee on Education and Labor

yesterday agreed to ask the House to dlscbargo
tbcm from tbe consideration or the bill establish-
ing aprlnting house for the blind In the District
or Columbia, and ask that the measuro be re-
ferred to the Committee on tbe District.

FINANCIAL EXHIBIT.
Tbe following Is the financial exhibit or the

Treasury-- Department at the close of business
yesterday : Currency, (10,181,337; special deposit
of legal tenders for redemption or certificates of
deposit, $59,003,030: coin, Si,8M,tEH; Including
coin certificates, $oo.OS9,400; outstanding legal
tenders, $382,000,000.

Tho receipts from Internal revenue sources yes-
terday were $330,612.71.

CONFIRMATIONS BY THE SENATE.
The Senate, In executlvo session yesterday.

confirmed the following nominations: Louis
Trager, consul at Boulogne, France: John Coch-rel-

collector of Internal revenue. First district.
Louisiana: Henry t. isona, Indian agent, los
Pinos agenoy, Colorado; Ueorgo Lount, receiver
ot pnblio moneys, Prescott, Arizona.

THE EPISCOPALIANS.
THE DIOCESE OF PENNSYLVANIA.

Philadelphia, May 20. In tbo Protestant
Episcopal convention after religious exercises.
Bishop Stevens read his annual address, giving a
summary of services during the year.

Nominations were tben made for standing com-
mittees and delegates to the general convention.

Bishop Stevens in his annual address referred to
THE REPORTED EPISCOPAL CHURCH

at follows: Slnco we last met in convention an
event has occurred which Is unprecedented in the
history or our Church. One of Its bishops has
abandoned Its communion and transferred, as he
declared, the work anil otfice, which consecration
be received from this Church, to another sphere;
tbe otber sphere has proved to be tbe establish
ing or the Reformed Episcopal Church.

This unfaithfulness to onr three-fol- d vows of or
dination tbls neediest rending of tbe Church of
ennst ne nas crowned oy an act unpar- -
aiieieu in tne annais oi unnstr unurcu me
consecrating by bis single self of a lawfully
deposed clergyman to tne work and office of
Disnop. igorous enorts bar been made by the
disaffected sect to asperse the purity of onr church
and sow seed of discontent amidst our clergy and
laity. To this end falsehood, misrepresentations,
and perversions bare been resorted to through the
press and pulpit In reference to our prayer-boo-
our policy, and our legislation. In this diocese It
Is satisfactory to know that only one clergyman
bas been led away In this schismatic movement,
and be under very peculiar circumstances. Rev.
Walter Wlndmever. to whom I refer, ministered
In a church building erected at tbe sole expense
or a worthy layman who klndlv loaned It to
th congregation of Trinity church Falls of
acnuyiKin. ine property, nowever, never

to tbe parish, and thoy had no right In or
control over It. When tbls really excellent lay-
man cast In bis lot with the Reformed Episcopal
Church, he of course took tbe church building,
which was his private property, wltb blm. while
It wat but natural, nnder tbe clrcnmstances In
which tbey were placed, that a large portion of
tbe congregation worshiping in that bufldinr,and
many of whom wero more or less connected with
tbe manufacturing works of that lavman, should
follow their minister and their benefactor.

the putube op thib sect
very much depends on the courte which shall be
taken In reference to certain grave questions by
the next General Convention. Should tbat body,
representing onr whole communion, looking to tbo
Interest or all its members, and legislating, not
for momentary Issues, but for the futuro welfare
or the Church, modify tome or the existing can-
ons, and give emphatic condemnation or tho doc-
trines and practices now broached by the ad-
vanced or Catholic party which has so
recently appeared among us, not only will all oc-

casion for leavlnsr our Church be cut off. bnt the
movement Itself will bave lost Its leverage In the
removal of those things from our liturgy, which
gave It origin and power."

The blshons tben called attention to the action
of tho last General Convention on tho subject of

RITUALISTIC USAGES
and sacramental errors. There was an empbatlo
denunciation of them. Then followed a dlssen- -
uon ot ritualism and of tne fallacies upon which
It was founded, and the Blshons minted out
errors which Inilduouslv lurk In rights and cere
monies wnicn are tougni to do foisted into the
Protestant Episcopal Church.

at the apterhoox session
an election was held for membert of tbe Standing
Committee and deputies to tbe General Conven-
tion. Tho election resulted la th luccesi or the
Low Church element.

Tho standing committee chosen was as followi:
Ror. Drs. Goodwin, Morton, Watson, Eccleston
and Jnggers; and Messrs. John Clayton, Thomas
Bobbins. Joseph H. Whitney, George 0. Norrli
and Judge Stroud ror deputies to the general
ivtnvt,tfnn Th itUHnnw,, nAl Mnntnit- -I n.,l
one clergyman being elected, Tlr,, Rev. Dr. 6ood-wi-n,

leaving three clergymen yet to be chosen.
Tbe following lav danntlea sin ftleetf n Vmim
Wm. Welsh. Lemuel Coffin, Isaac Uailehunt
and Geo. L. Harrison.

Rev. R. J. Bowen, a member of the convention,
AtMi Oa flaw at- t vab$1aaa

DIOCESE OF VIRGINIA.
OaAJtLOTTS3Tlt',B, Va., May SO. The

leventy-nlnt- h annual eouucll of tho Episcopal
church of Virginia, convened In Christ church
this moraine;. Right Reverend Bllhon Johns
presiding. The attendance li unusually large
ciguiy clergymen responaing to me roil call.
Rev. Dr. Minnegerode, ot Richmond, preached
tho annual sermon before tbs council. But little
business was transacted After organizing

adjourned until nine a. m.
TIIE PRESBYTERIANS.

St. Louis, May 20. Tho Presbyterian General
Assembly will commence lti annual session her

Three hundred delegates have al-
ready arrived, and nearly as many more are ex-
pected. Tbe Presbyterian Sabbath Institute, or
convention, in session was well attended,

Bennett Tyler, of Philadelphia, presiding.

ARKANSAS.

NO FURTHER TROUBLE APPREHENDED.
New York, May SO. A Little Rock special last

night says: Reports from Pin Bluff district art)
not 10 alarming. Murpby, who bn been Inciting
the negroes, bas been arretted and lodged In jail,
and no further trouble' It apprehended In (hat
quarter.

COSfGBXSSXX TO US I3VESTI0ATED.
Little Rock, May SO. Henry Page, Stat

Treasurer y resigned.
Both branches or the Legislator patted a Joint

resolution appointing a eommlttee to Investigate
the conduct or Senator! Clayton and Doisey and

Representatives In Congress, ln attempting
overthrow of tbe Stat Government.

Commissioners were appointed to supervise and
control the ensuing election of dalegatei to th
Stat conitltutionaieonventlon. a

A bill of pardon and amnesty to these engaged
th late Insurrection was Introduced in tho

Home.

NEW TORK STATE TREASURY FRAUDS.
ALBAsr, May SO. The case of Charles A.

Phelps, for alleged frauds on the Stat treasury,
hat been postponed- - until the third Monday ln
September.

State TrasnTv Ts!n .Sia wa ,v... .

danlvlll vettnliv. haa hLn ,r.4,4 rt......
a''V.?i.llm''9,0:3P-C- L B;P.ia1ealdalgua. Hli aberration ormlndll safcltaJiaTep. m., Coj 8 p. ra., taken a religious turn.

FOREIGN INTELLIQENCB.
TRANCE,

rax xraisTziu.il. crisis.
Pabis, May 20. The ministerial crisis con

tinue!, to only progress made today wai an
agreement between President MacMahon and
the Right Centre that no Bonapartlst should be
called to tbe Cabinet, which excludes M.Magne.

X XZW CABI2TXT VORICXD.
Losnxvsr, May 21, 6.30 a.m. A Dalit Newt

ipectal from Paris says: A Cabinet haa been
formed. Its principal members are Qoulacd,

Lowergne, Urlrart and Casanne, all of
whom belong to the Moderate section of the
Right Centre. The object of the new government
is to eonciuate Dotn uentres, in oraer to carry in
Septennial constitution through tbe Assembly.

SPAIN.
SXVXRI SKIRXISR KEAB BILBAO.

Madrid, May 20. There was a sever skirmish
between the republicans and Carllsts yesterday
In tho neighborhood of Bilbao. The Insurgents
were repulsed with heavy loss. One hundred re-

publicans were killed and wounded. Thirty Car--
lists were taken prisoners.

carxist RiroRT or LOSSES.

Lohdot. May21, a. m. The Carllsts re-
port that the republicans lost and
wounded In an engagement yesterday, which
took placo at Canobieja.

(JREAT BRITAIN.
THX LABORERS' LOCKOUT.

Losrooir, May 20. Tbo protracted ' lockout" of
farm laborers In Lincolnshire hat been ended by
a settlement which will probably be adopted in
other agricultural districts of England.

FEMALE CRUSADERS ON TRIAL.

TBE DEFENDANTS ADMONISHED AND
DISMISSED.

CiactmrATi, May 20. The forty-thre- e temper-
ance women arrested last Saturday were tried In
the Polloe Court Tbe court-roo- was
crowded. A great mats of people unable to get
In waited outtldo tho building. Stanley Mat-
thews and Judge Hogan appeared as counsel for
the ladies. Testimony was heard on both sides,
and the case submitted without argument. The
charge was ror violating a city ordinance by ob-

structing the sidewalks.
judge Marchant stated tbat there bad been a

technical violation of the law, but In view of tbe
lack or bad motive on tho part of defendants he
would dismiss them, with the admonition that if
tho act was repeated they would be liable to ar-
rest and punishment.

At the conclusion of tbe trial tho defendants
marched to the Ninth-stre- et Baptist church,
where the league committees were In session.
They afterwards adjourned to the Seventh-stree- t
Presbyterian 'Church, wboro a prayer-meetin- g

Tmmm tialsf nntll vtsapl tilrrhf TJa iieffnlrn jha
l lfX In lh. rnlnV:..:TrM VZZ,TH?,,...".

ofthe meeting seemed tube la favor or dlscontlu- -' displayed In the construction ofthe dam. was
nance or visitations In large nujjbert and for tho , Srtm,l,nal' and " reccnt eTl1 consequences

of some new plan. der.
The police commissioners ordered an address to ..ln lalklaz of tho event later. Col. Wltson.sald

bo sent to tho temperancl leagues, communicating tha t he could not regard It as an accident, because
the decision or tho Police Court and notiryln tho t t5c dam could not hold any body ef water rn, aa
ladles to entirely discontinue what Is termed pray- - the earth at the bottom under the wall. was slpwl v
log and tinging on the ttreetor public grounds, put surely washed away dally. Joel Hayden said
and that all authorities are requested to unite In I ,Eit ,uc? had erer been his lather s opinion, and
aiding the Metropolitan police force to carry cut ' itrcnly fixed In this belief had be been tbat
this order, the same being consistent with the " luea standing orders ln the foundry tb the
decision of the judgo of the Police Court. I bands to leavo their benches and the building the

moment they heard tho word "reservoir" shouted

SOUTH CAROLINA TROUBLES.

UOV. MOSES RESISTS THE ORDER OF
ARREST.

Charleston, S. O.. May a. The ttatcment
that Governor Moses last night submitted to ar-

yield, and had tent his earrlago for an officer em -
powered to mako th arrest, but at the last mo-- Ihownln the case cf Spell, who, by the way.'posl-me- nt

changed his mind, and again refused to be tivcly avowed before thcc&mmltiee that lie did
arrested. This morning he obtained an order for
the arrest of the Orange burgsberlff on the charge
of attempting Illegally to arrest tbe Governor,
but the sheriff bad lelt Columbia.

In Orangeburg this mornmir tbe State solicitor
reported the Governor's resistance to arrest, and
Inquired what steps the court would take to en-
force Its authority.

Tbe court replied tbat for the present It did not
see Its way clear to a successful fight with the
State militia, and further action would be held
under advisement.

IVERTTniSO QUIET.
Columbia, S. O., 10 p. m. All was quiet ln

tbls city Tbe troops were discharged this
mcrnlnir. Governor Moses was not arrested- - but
It Is understood will stand trial.

BASE BALL.

BOSTON VS. ATHLETIC.
Ppiladelphia, May SO. TboVollowIng Is the

score In the game or base ball played be
tween the Boston and Athletic clubs:
Boston, ..... 00330705018
Athletic, 0001030107

jrrrrtjALS vs. wxiitz stocktxos.
Chicago, May SO. The Mutuals, of New York,

won a victory over the White Stockings, of Chi-
cago by a score of 11 to 10.

THE CENTENNIAL COMMISSION.
i ueiwuirom. k

.

United States Centennial Commission this morn- -,

log, thirty-thre-e commissioners were present. A 1

financial statement was mado Ihowlng tho total
subscriptions to be tl, 405,200; total expenses to j

May 1, Including plans and work on grounds, I

tm,T12. Tb estimate or the total cost of the,
buildings, according to tho designs. Is 3,TW,0OO.

.fS."'"'."."" yu.uuii!..j. .,
relation 10 me reiusai oi uongresi 10 nass on an.
proprlatloa lor tbe Centennial: "Troroundly
impressed with the responsibility resting npen
tho Commission, and belnar conscious efhavW .performed to the best or onr ability tho duty Im-
posed

. I

on us by the act or Congress, respect-
fully submit that wlthont Governmental aid.
which has been requested, it will bo Impossible to
render tbe celebration eredltablo to the nation
and worthy of tbe occasion It Is Intended to com-
memorate. Tbe responsibility, therefore, of the

of the Centennial International Exhibi-
tion now clearly rests wltb Congress."

Tho result or the executive session was tbe
passage or a resolution providing ror tbe appoint-
ment ol a commltteo or five to memorialize Con-
gress In accordanco wltb tbe views expressed in
the report of tho executive committee. A reso-
lution was also passed Inviting a conference to-
morrow with tbe board finance.

The commissioners aro unanimous ln their ex-
pression of concurrence with tbe executive report.
Tli: That Congress should either enable them to
autnor?tvVndani WVZ, ?"? i

meuuuesoi meir positions Dytno repeal 01 the
aot which created the commission.

SOCIAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION.
New York, May 20. At the session of the

American Social Science Association y,

papers were read Rev. Daniel C. Doman, ot
California, and by Atartah O. Hogg, of Illinois,
on tho farmers' movement In tho west, explain-
ing and supporting its methods and objects. The
latter predicts tbo formation of a now party. In
cais the Republicans reluse to accept tha new

and Join with tbe farmers In tb
of combinations of capital and the op--

JUHBiUU, VI
A discussion followed the reading of this paper.

Judge Balli thongbt It was Indefinite. Tbe great
complaint wai the expense of getting products to
the seaboard, and the farmers blamed the rail--
roaus tor me neavy rates 01 iretght; bnt they
could not meet with much sympathy on this point
until the railroads showed they wet paying
larger dividends.

Samuel Buggies looked to tha enlargementor canall from the lakes to give relief to the far-
mers, and oleaper transportation. He pointed to
Canada as an example ol enterprise, the having
appropriated ($900,000 for the Improvement of her
water communications.

At the evening session. D. A. Wells read a via.
per on national principles of taxation, and Prof.
Ben). Pearco cno on ocean lawi for steamboat
navigation. A committee of fifteen was appointed
to eonfer with a similar committee of other na-
tions for greater safety of ocean travel In accord-
ance with the suggestions ot Prof. Pearce.

coxNTtnTinnTis vrnr .trvims
New Havxst, May 20. Tbe Legislature, la

joint convention, thli noon, quietly elected Wm.
W. Eaton, Democrat, United Statei Senator,

the azw senator serenaded.
New Havex. May 20. Senitor-elec- t Eaton was

terenaded thlt evenlni and briefly responded. He
hould, at alwayi heretofore, fight for the Con

stitution ana oiaie rignis, aouosi aamiuisirauon,
rjroteetlon of lands not alreadr stolen bv railroads
and against corruption. He was a bird money
man and would defend the honor of tha Stale as
he wonld that of hit wife H was lufferlng from
a cuiu anu jus auvjrvts was siiurfc,

RACINO AT NASHVILLE.
Nashville, May 30. Th leoond day or the

Nashville Blood-hor- i AiisocUtlon. The first
race, Johnston stakes, all ages, a dash of Vi miles
wat won oy wanaerer, Dealing Planehltte, St.
George, Jack of Tramps, and Jo Johnson, In
the order named. Time tcOoU,

The teeondrace.mil heats, wat won by Jean
Valjean, beating Snmry and Chatterbox.
iras-iii- jj, SWA, vmt.

Th third; nee, a mile dash, was won by Noll.
bCLtlng th Nnrae. Rrlttemirt- - Norwood, and
and Quits, la tbe ordir named. Time l:s?Ji--

units was tn favorite.

MARINE DISASTER.
NoRroLK. Va.. Mar 20. Tb schooner Minnie

Klnne, from Philadelphia for Washington, with
cargo of ccal. collided offthomouth cf the Rap

pahannock early yesterday morning with the
Norwegian bark TllUd, and lost-.he- r night tead,
bowsprit, Jlbboora and head gear. Shi has ba en
towed here. The bark lies in th Roads consid-
erably damaged, and will bj towed op y for
repairs.

A rsnvrntfon of Confederate tun-ton- s net at
Atlanta yesterday. About forty delegate! were
present. Dr. Henry F. Campbell, or Augusta,
Oa., wit sleeted president, with a vie
from evory Southern State General routine busi-
ness wsttransactod. Tho meeting y is an
ticlpated to be ii inlcrcsUsv

THE HAMPSHIRE FLOOD.

CRI3IIXAI. CAREZ.ESSXESS IX THE
COXSTR VCTIOX Of THERES ER VOXRi

LEGISLATIVE INVESTIGATION INTO HIE
CAUSE OT THEDISASTEIt-T- US BUILD IKS
OP THERESERVOIR CHARGED WITH THE
DISASTER ORQANIZiTION 103 BELtlilf
07 THE SUFFERERS.
New York, May 23. A dispatch from,

Northampton says: A committee ofthoBotton
Legislature visited the scene of disaster yester-
day. When the dam was attained everybody
descended to the gap and stood at the base of
the treacherous wall. A careful examination
was made ofthe bottom, tbe wall, earth fllUng
and" the surroundings. Little was said until
Mr. BasseU, the contractor who had the reser-
voir constructed, taking a copy of the specifica-
tions contained In the original contract under
which the dam bad been constructed, called
the attention of the members to what' ho
termed evidence of their fulfillment and conse-
quent exoneration from blame of hlsself and
those who acted for him.

TESTIMOSr OP AN riPEBT EOnrEEB.
The words had scarcely dropped from his

lips when Col. Wilson, of Boston, the well-kno-

engineer who had constructed Hartford
resenroir twen y years ago, and who had ac-

companied the committee as an expert, re-

marked, "This dam was not built according
to tbe specifications of that paper in your
hand." "But, sir," interrupted Bassett, "they
aro." "Excuse me, sir," replied the colonel,
"you ore talking now to a man who fally un-
derstands this kind of thtoc;, and can see just
how it is, Bassett. We are standing on your
witness, and its testimony condemns you."

The Colonel then proceeded to point out to tbe
astounded contractor, bis engineer, Mr. wells,
and the no less surprised legislative committee,
that tho specifications had called for tbe building
ofthe roundatlon wall at least three feet below
tbe bottom of tha reservoir, whereas It wat built
only upon that bottom between which and tho
wail water was tound to past easily, created a
leak and eventually uptet tbs latter. Again, the
embankment protectoror this wall wat forty feet
narrower than the contractor specified It should
bave been. "In short," said Colonel Wljson,
"the specifications have been entirely disregarded,
and tho accident which has desolated tutsonee
fair valley was Inevitable. The only wonder Is
that it did not occur bciore. The terrible

HSOLECT ABD CROSS lOSOBASCB

In the street, and take refuge on tbe high ground.
IKOIOKATIOa AOAIH3T THE CONTRACTORS.

Mr. Skinner was not stow yesterday to express
bis c.p.nioa or Basset and u ells. He told tbem,
befoie the committee of tbe Legislature and visi-
tors, that tbor were murderers and oucrbtxo be

!1:15e'1 - Hundreds of operatives heard thess

' bura-- . conslderinir the leellatr of tbe neoulo. aa

not aeiain v.neaey wnen ne roue irom me uam un
Saturday.

AT nATPENTILLE
the day was begun ln a business-lik- e manner.
Joel Hayden employed his hands and all wbo
were able and willing to earn a dollar. In tuck'rir
up his patterns and brass ware, several tbousaud

and barns before noon. His sjfc was hoisted uut
of the creek by means of a derrick, many of wl.lcti
bare been erected aloog the river back. The
books wero found to be In excellent condition, and
tbe papers, with tbe exception or a row wat but
legible notes, were not damaged In tt leal.
Water still riffles over tbe original bed" of ttu
river, and slightly across a part or the eastern
bank, and beneath It are burled, partially, works,
patterns, and goods or the rectory. To getattheso
Hayden finds It necessary to alter tbe course of
tbe stream, and his men are plowing a new chan-
nel for li. beginning at the north side of the forin- -
er site of the brass foundry and running south
mrougu me vauey. jjy meso operations men,
women, and children earn their bread, and find
too much in do to allow them to brood over tbelr
Individual losses. The children and women gather
tbe patterns and brass work, ami the men perform
the arduous part or the task. TVIlilaxsburg and
sklnnersvlllo stand still, not a bit of werk, other
than tbat necessary In searching for the dead, be-
ing ln progress. Mr. Skinner and Mr. Sfellman
will not rebuild tbelr mills.

POPULAR EXCTTXSSXT.

A number or Canad'ai and Irish operatives
Haydenville, Leeds and the lower part oC Wil-
liamsburg, who bave lost everything, excited by

tered Into a conspiracy Mendaycvenleg to lyceb.
Spellm-- n, but he was made acqualatcJ with the
P' and tccurod hlmsolf Irom violence.

ax error correcteo.
New Tori, May S9. The following dispatch

wai received
, ... . ., 'TOstbajipsot, jIass.. Maya".
Thnlmnr.Mlon h..nn .hrn.,t Ihil . k,u

aucn is not tee iiet. ucr actual
5,5'Jl; our necessities will require

w0xinn.H J L. Eodxax.
Treasurer Rellel Committee"

0E3ER0SITT OP A3 EXPRESS COXPAXT.
Bcppalo, X. Y., May 20. The directors of th

American Express Company hare d!xected.J,hat
all contributions, ln money or other articlis, for
the relief of tho sufferers by the recent disaster
near A llllamsburg, be forwarded orer their lines
free of charge, and all their agents aro directed
to receive and forward such contributions.

TUC DISASTER AT CIXCISSa'ti.
Ciscissati, May . Several persons ,wer

burled In the ruins of tho house at tbo corner of
Perry and Centra avenues, which fell last night.
They were Murphy and bis wile, three children
and the servant girl, and 'William WhltUker.a

P " P? '"'walk. The
timbers ofthe house had been cracking all tho
afternoon, and after Murphy closed his store at
10 o'clock he concluded that It was not taf to re-
main over night, and tbe family were preparing
to leave the house when It suddenly fell. Mur-
pby received cnlya rew Hight bruises. Mrs.
Murpby sustained severe cuts and bruises about
tbo head and breast. A daughter, aged fiveyears, died fifteen mlnntesj after her removal fromr
the debris. An older daughter was badly cut
about tbe head nnd bruised about the body. Tha
babe was uninjured. The servant girl was res-
cued about ono o'clock this morning, having been
held down on tbo cellar floor bra ttove which
was upon her. It Is thought that her Injuries are
not dangerous. Mr. Vvhlttaker sustained a
crushed hip and thigh, and died this a. in.

BRIEF TELEGRAMS.

Advice! from Madeira state that the vines are
In a satisfactory condition. '

Th Atorca newspapers deny the existence fn
thoso islands of a movement ln favor or annexa-
tion.

Report! from all sections of Nebraska show
that the prospects of th grain and fruit crops are
very promising.

The schooner Pbcenix eapslxed In a whirlwind
off Ship Channel Keys. Out of seventeen patten,
gers five women and one man were drowned.

Advices from Nassau to tbe 17th lust, report
tbat tho bark Sylvia Vf. Swasey, from New York:
for Cardinal, struck on Long Bank reel and was
lost. The crew had reached Nassau.

A white man was killed on the Atlanta, Missis
slDnl and Ohio railroad vesterdav. two miles from
Portsmouth. Va--, by being ran over by a1 mall
,ra.ln-- HeIs cuppoied to be a United States
sailor or marine.

A New Orleans dispatch tayi the tark Maria
Mereede, with a cargo or cotton-iee- d oil, took fire

She wai filled with water. She was
valued st $30,000; no Insurance. The cargo was
valued at ffU,000; Insured.

The ship James Duncan, Captain Plckham, at
Cherloltetowu. P.'E. L, Friday evening when ln
mid-oce- fell In wltb and rescued th crew ofthe
German barque Kinderdaag, from Amsterdam
for New York. .Tbo rescued crew, thirteen la
number, were taken to Charlottitown.

At a meeting yesterday or tbe conference com-

mittees or the Boston Bosrd of Trade and Com.
mrrclal Exchange resolutions were adopted re-

questing tbe railroad companies running sore to
lower their rates so as to remove the necessity for
withdrawal from that port ofthe Onnard steamers.

ITEMS FROM NEW YORK.

Gold closed yesterday IUV4.
Th coopers' strike continues..
Immigration to thli port bas fallen oT one.

third compared to that of a like period In 1S73.
Sixty Russian Nennoaltei.'desltaed for Dakota,

reached her and left for the West Monday night.
Four hundred thousand dollars tn American

gold cofn tnd ts,33t In gold and silver bars were
shipped to Europe yesterday.

Tha customs receipts yesterday were 3.0CO.
The "paid S2S0.0OO on account of in.
erest, and ;,090 for bonds.

- PERSONAL.

Gorg VT. Child's, of th Philadelphia ledger,
is in town to attend the wedding of Milt Grant.

Samuel Wilkinson, a Teteran journalist. Is at
vVlllard'f.

Three American Undents at Xaoianse were
drowned ln Lake Genera on Tuesday.

Gen. Scbenck returned to hit post yesterday
by the steamer Abyssinia, - -

Got. Hendricks, of Indiana, lad lilinUr
trim Li. PMiideat yesterday.
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